
polly's pet shop

REPTILES


One of the fastest growing segments of the pet industry is the area of reptile and reptile care.  With an explosion of new products and new born interest Polly's Pet Shop is going to set the standard in reptile husbandry.  Continued education and dedication in this area will bring with it new levels of expertise.


To understand reptiles better we must first learn some of the basics elements common to most.  Following are some important facts about most of the reptiles we keep.


1. COLD BLOODED-- reptiles are cold blooded which means they rely on external heat to maintain their body temperature.  With a few exceptions most reptiles should be kept between 85 to 90 degrees.  Every reptile customer should buy a thermometer, if they do not already have one.  Guessing the temperature will not work.  Without heat the reptile's system slows down and it will not eat or digest properly.  Undigested food left in the reptile's gut will kill it quickly. 


2. LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS- proper lighting is also essential.  For the novice incorrect lighting is the biggest killer of reptiles in captivity.  Without a high concentration of UV rays a reptile cannot manufacture vitamin D3.  Without this essential vitamin the reptile is incapable of absorbing calcium.  It won't matter how many vitamin supplements you give him or how good his diet is without D3 the food and all its' benefits will go right through its' body.  This lack of calcium leads to metabolic bone disease and finally total system shutdown then death.  Remember that this is not an overnight process, it may take several months for this to happen.


3. HEAT & LIGHT SOURCE-it is obvious that choosing the correct lighting and heating source is one of the most important elements to keeping reptiles.  A reptile light fixture that has room for a fluorescent UV bulb for maximum benefits and the full spectrum incandescent bulbs of varying wattage for the heat source is vital.  (Heat rocks and heating  pads are great additions to the environment but do not keep correct air temperature.) 

4. SUBSTRATES-substrates, or ground cover, used for reptile set ups varies from reptile to reptile.  Should you have a question about a certain reptile, as usual, look in a book.  Here are some common substrates for some common reptiles:



A. Iguanas, amievas, tarantulas use reptile bark.



B. Uramastyx, scorpions, collared lizards use sand.



C. Snakes, skinks, chameleons, geckos use high quality



     African violet potting soil.



D. Land turtles use rabbit pellets or alfalfa.

**There are more and more beddings being added to the market all the time. Come by the store to see what would work best for you.**

5. VITAMINS-vitamins are imperative to the reptile's diet.  Vitamins should be added regularly to the food.  Live food should be kept on high quality diets (mice, crickets, rats etc.) as well or they will do little to add to the quality of nutrition for the reptile.


6. WATER- fresh water should be available at all times.  A type of waterfall system should be established for geckos and chameleons.  Misting is okay but may be too messy.  Waterfalls are more natural, better looking and easy to set up.



7. REPTILE QUALITY- we try to purchase as many captive bred animals as possible.  Take the responsibility to educate yourself and see get all the information necessary to care for your reptile properly.  It is recommended to purchase everything your particular reptile needs!  This is important for the reptiles health.  It is common for many reptiles to breed in captivity.  By learning more about these reptiles and especially attempting to breed them we are insuring the quality of the reptiles in the future. 


8. REPTILE HEALTH- Both captive and wild caught reptiles can carry internal and external parasites (just like dogs & cats).  They live normal lives in the wild without succumbing to them.  In fact some intestinal parasites may even aid in digestion in some species.  It is usually only when your reptile is stressed that they begin to exhibit secondary symptoms as a result of parasites.  Most parasites and/or illness carried by reptiles are zoonotic; however care should be taken to wash your hands thoroughly after handling.

      When dealing with reptiles we must always remember that they all have special requirements and needs.  Make certain you are aware of what the needs and requirements are for the reptile you are purchasing.  We are here to help should you need any assistance.

Sincerely,


Polly’s Pet Shop

                                                                        
Steve Housley
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